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BACKGROUND

How We Got Here



Process

Promulgated, Effective June 1, 1984

Last Revised December 1, 2009
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Objectives

Simplify and Streamline

Modernize

Improve Style and Readability

Conform to Current and Best Practices

Address Recurring Issues

Remove References to and Unnecessary
Overlap With Other Rules and Statutes

Remove Unnecessary Provisions
Describing Court Administration



Effective Date

Originally January 1, 2021

Postponed to February 1, 2021



Effective Date

Orders relating to the 2021 
amendments are accessible on the 
Court’s website (flmd.uscourts.gov) 
and/or via CM/ECF:

In Re: Amendments to the Local Rules 
of  the United States District Court for 
the Middle District of  Florida, Case 
No. 8:20-mc-100-T-23.



DISCLAIMERS

A Few Notes About Implementation and Other Things



No Substitute for Reading



Division Preferences



Judge Preferences



Implementation

Updating 
Docketing 
Procedures

Revising 
Standardized 

Forms

Updating the 
Discovery 
Handbook 
and Other 

Publications

Updating 
Information 

and 
Resources on 
the Court’s 

Public Website



STRUCTURAL 
CHANGES

A New Look and Feel



OLD

Chapter One Administration of  Court Business

Chapter Two Attorneys

Chapter Three Motions, Discovery and Pretrial 
Proceedings

Chapter Four Special Rules

Chapter Five Trial and Courtroom Procedures

Chapter Six United States Magistrate Judges

Chapter Seven Admiralty & Maritime Rules

Chapter Eight Court Annexed Arbitration

Chapter Nine Court Annexed Mediation

NEW

Chapter One Administration

Chapter Two Lawyers

Chapter Three Motions, Discovery, and Pretrial 
Procedure

Chapter Four Alternative Dispute Resolution

Chapter Five Court Proceedings

Chapter Six Special Proceedings

Chapter Seven Miscellaneous Rules

Modified Chapters



Reference Tables

Fed. R. Civ. P. Local Rule

Local Rule Fed. R. Civ. P.

Fed. R. Crim. P. Local Rule

Local Rule Fed. R. Crim. P.



Magistrate Judge Authority

Former Chapter 6 and

Local Rules 6.01 through 6.05

are re-imagined.



Magistrate Judge Authority



Magistrate Judge Authority



Admiralty Rules and Forms

Former Chapter 7, 

Local Rules 7.01 through 7.06, and the 
Appendix of  Forms

are re-imagined.



Admiralty Rules and Forms



Admiralty Rules and Forms



Court-Annexed Arbitration
Eliminated



RULE CHANGES

Highlights of  What’s New or New’ish



Chapter One – Administration

Rule 1.01 Purpose, Scope, and Definitions



Chapter One – Administration

Replaces former designation of  “Trial Counsel” under
former Rule 1.05(c).

Obligations of  lead counsel now appear in:
Rule 1.07(c) (duty to file a notice of  related action),
Rule 2.02(a) (designation in first filing),
Rule 4.03(d) (attendance at mediation), and
Rule 7.01(c)(4)(E) and (5)(B) (fees motion).

Rule 1.01 Purpose, Scope, and Definitions



Chapter One – Administration



Chapter One – Administration



Chapter One – Administration



Chapter One – Administration



Chapter One – Administration



Chapter One – Administration



Chapter One – Administration



Chapter One – Administration

Former Rule 1.09 Filing Under Seal

New Rule 1.11 Filing Under Seal in a Civil Action

◦ Emphasizes the public right of  access.  Rule 1.11(a).

◦ “Sealing is not authorized by a confidentiality agreement, a 
protective order, a designation of  confidentiality, or a stipulation.”  
Rule 1.11(a).

◦ Establishes procedure for filing another person’s confidential item 
under seal.  Rule 1.11(d).

◦ Limits filing settlement agreements under seal.  Rule 1.11(e).

◦ “No seal under this rule extends beyond ninety days after a case is 
closed and all appeals exhausted.”  Rule 1.11(f).



Chapter Two – Lawyers

◦Attorney Admission ceremonies are
no longer required.  See Rule 2.01(b).
◦No requirement for local counsel.
See Rule 2.01(c).
◦Non-resident lawyers applying for special admission must 
list each case in state or federal court in Florida in which 
the lawyer has initially appeared in the last thirty-six 
months.  See Rule 2.01(c)(4).



Chapter Two – Lawyers

◦Expands requirements for counsel seeking to 
withdraw from a case.  Rule 2.02(c).

◦Requires a motion to withdraw filed by the 
withdrawing lawyer after fourteen days notice to 
the affected client(s) unless the client consents.
Rule 2.02(c)(A)-(B), (d).  



New:

◦Twenty-one days to respond to a motion to dismiss, for 
judgment on the pleadings, for summary judgment, to exclude 
or limit expert testimony, to certify a class, for a new trial, or to 
alter or amend the judgment.  Rule 3.01(c).

◦Seven-page reply permitted for summary judgment briefing.
Rule 3.01(d).

◦No proposed orders or judgments without leave.  Rule 3.01(f).

Chapter Three – Motions,
Discovery, and Pretrial Procedure



Revised Rule 3.01(g) on the duty to confer in good faith:

◦No longer excludes motions to dismiss. Rule 3.01(g)(1).

◦New requirements for the Local Rule 3.01(g) Certification, 
including that it must appear under a specific heading at the 
end.  Rule 3.01(g)(2).

◦Specifies what counsel must do if  the opposing party is 
unavailable to confer before filing.  Rule 3.01(g)(3).

Chapter Three – Motions,
Discovery, and Pretrial Procedure



NEW:

◦Requests for oral argument or an evidentiary hearing to be 
filed in a separate document and stating the time necessary.  
Rule 3.01(h).

◦New requirements for filing notices of  supplemental 
authority.  Rule 3.01(i).

Chapter Three – Motions,
Discovery, and Pretrial Procedure



OLD

Rule 3.05

Established “Track” system based on the 
nature of  the action and specified case-
management procedures for each 
designated Track.

NEW

Rule 3.02

Deletes former Track system and case 
designations.

Driven primarily by case management 
conferences, case management reports, and 
scheduling orders required by Fed. Rs. Civ. 
P. 16 and 26(f).  See Rule 3.02(a).

Requires parties to file a case management 
report on an approved form within a 
specified timeframe.  Rule 3.02(a)-(b).

Lists some exceptions to case management 
conference and case management report 
requirements.  Rule 3.02(d).



A standardized form
Case Management Report will 
be published soon on the 
Court’s website soon.

Chapter Three – Motions,
Discovery, and Pretrial Procedure



BUT, you must review 
the presiding trial 
judge’s preferences page 
on the website and 
follow those preferences 
carefully when 
completing the Case 
Management Report.

Chapter Three – Motions,
Discovery, and Pretrial Procedure



Chapter Three – Motions,
Discovery, and Pretrial Procedure

o Disclosure obligation 
now more expansive
than required by
Fed. R. Civ. P. 7.1.

o Specific certification 
language required.



OLD

Rule 3.02

Required fourteen-day 
notice period for an
oral deposition.

NEW

Rule 3.04

Extends fourteen-day 
notice period to a 
deposition by oral 
examination or written 
questions and a subpoena 
duces tecum.



Chapter Three – Motions,
Discovery, and Pretrial Procedure



Chapter Three – Motions,
Discovery, and Pretrial Procedure



Chapter Three – Motions,
Discovery, and Pretrial Procedure



Chapter Three – Motions,
Discovery, and Pretrial Procedure



Chapter Three – Motions,
Discovery, and Pretrial Procedure



Deleted:

◦Requirements governing the method and means of  discovery—
e.g., former Rule 3.03.

◦Former Rule 3.04 requirements for motions to compel.
No longer necessary to quote in full every discovery request and 
response/objection in a motion.

Chapter Three – Motions,
Discovery, and Pretrial Procedure



OLD

Rule 4.19(b) governed the provision 
of  Pretrial Services in criminal cases, 
including disclosure of  confidential 
information.

Rule 4.12(h) governed the disclosure 
of  confidential information by the 
United States Probation Office.

Rule 4.12(f) directed the probation 
officer not to disclose the sentencing 
recommendation.

NEW

Rule 3.12 provides that “[a] 
subpoena or other means of  
compelling discovery of  information 
in the custody, under the control, or 
within the knowledge of  the 
probation office, pretrial services, a 
probation officer, or a pretrial services 
officer is invalid and requires no 
response except a prompt notice to 
the judge.”

Disclosure of  sentencing 
recommendations to be decided by 
presiding sentencing judge.



Chapter Four – ADR

◦ Formerly Chapter 9.

◦ Specifies that to qualify for certification, a mediator must establish 
“completion of  the Florida Supreme Court’s certified-mediator training and 
certification by the Florida Supreme Court of  good standing as a circuit court 
mediator.”  Rule 4.02(b)(3).

◦ Contains a pro bono requirement:  “If  asked by a judge, a mediator must 
conduct at least one mediation a year in which the judge determines that a 
party lacks the ability to pay the mediator.”  Rule 4.02(e).

◦ Details requirements for the order referring a case to mediation.  Rule 4.03.



Chapter Five – Court Proceedings

During jury selection, no party may use an 
electronic device to gather or transmit information 
about a prospective juror.  Rule 5.02(c).

Express restrictions on communication with a juror.
Rule 5.02(d).

New decorum requirements for telephonic or video 
appearances.  Rule 5.03(e).



Chapter Six – Special Proceedings

Not much to discuss here.  Governs:

◦ Temporary Restraining Orders.  Rule 6.01.

◦ Preliminary Injunctions.  Rule 6.02.

◦ In Forma Pauperis Actions.  Rule 6.03.

◦ Actions by a Person in Custody (28 U.S.C. § § 2241, 2254-2255 and 42 
U.S.C. § 1983).  Rule 6.04.

◦ Habeas Actions Challenging a Death Sentence.  Rule 6.05.

◦ Marshal’s Deeds and Coast Guard Bills of  Sale.  Rule 6.06.



Chapter Seven – Misc. Rules

Rule 7.01 establishes a bifurcated procedure 
and timing requirements for claiming post-
judgment attorney’s fees and related non-
taxable expenses.  Must obtain an order 
establishing entitlement before providing a 
supplemental motion on amount.

Rule 7.02 incorporates prohibitions on 
electronic devices in the courthouse that were 
previously governed by administrative order.



Deleted:

◦Former Rule 4.03 governing the timing of  motions to 
join third parties.  Look to the Case Management and 
Scheduling Order.

◦Former Rule 4.04 requirement that motions for class 
certification be filed within ninety days.  Look to
Fed. R. Civ. P. 23 and the Case Management and
Scheduling Order.

Other Noteworthy Changes



QUESTIONS
Thank You!


